[Brainstem gliomas].
Brainstem gliomas have been increasingly understood in the last two decades and they are nowadays regarded as an heterogeneous group of tumors with tendency towards the pediatric age, where they account for 10-20% of brain neoplasms. Besides the well known diffuse tumor, several subtypes, with a different biological behaviour, amenable to surgical resection and better prognosis, have been identified, giving rise to many classifications and terms. In the other way, attention has been recently paid to adult brainstem gliomas in contrast to pediatric tumors. Based on a review of the literature, we describe the different subtypes of brainstem gliomas, with particular interest on therapeutic approaches and differences between pediatric and adult tumors, employing iconography from our series.